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Office: 101 Sarina Beach Rd
Sarina, QLD, 4737
Phone: (07) 4956 1388
Website:
www.sarinalandcare.org.au
Email:
admin@sarinalandcare.org.au

Office hours:
Mon/Wed: 9am-4pm
Tue/Thu: 9am-3pm
Fri: 9am-3.30pm

Please phone ahead to
confirm availability,
just in case we are out
on a project or meeting.

Staff

Coordinator

Saskia von Fahland
Administration Officer

Helen Dangerfield
Project Officer

Rodney Fraser
Nursery Officer/
Field Supervisor

Susie Tomlinson
Field Team Leader

Dominique Jooste
Field Team

Adrian Brooks

Call us for information:
O Weed management

O Plant identification

0 Land management

O Land for Wildlife
Volunteer opportunities:
SLCMA Community
Volunteer Program,

Wednesday, 9-12 noon.
Thursday, 2-5pm.

Native plants available for
purchase $3.30 each. Visit
website for latest plant order
form.

SLCMA Executive 24/25
Chair: Lachlan McBride

Vice-chair: Malcolm Warfield
Treasurer: Susan Andrews
Secretary:
Karen May
‘ Executive
_ member:
Sarina Kath De Vita
Landcare

We are excited to announce an additional community volunteer opportunity based at
the SLCMA Community Nursery, which will be held on Thursdays 2-5pm. This is a
great opportunity to learn about native plants, their propagation and care. If you are
interested in joining, please contact us on 4956 1388.

Join our Team as a Field Officer! Are you passionate about restoring and
protecting our natural environment? Do you thrive in the outdoors and enjoy hands-
on conservation work? We're looking for a Field Officer to join our team and make a
real impact!

As a Field Officer you'll play a vital role in environmental

restoration, habitat protection and conservation projects. You’'ll

work in a dynamic team, tackling challenges in the field while
~ making a lasting difference to the environment.

If you are ready to make a difference, apply now!
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Farewell Chantelle Woods — All the best to Chantelle who
_finished up with us in February. Chantelle has worked with us as
*a Field Officer for the last 16 months, on a range of projects
Thanks Chantelle for being part of the
SLCMA team, good luck with your future endeavours!
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s . around the catchment.
* H Lynch

Chantelle Woods

Delightful Dung Beetles

Dung beetles are nature’s powerhouse, bringing a world of
benefits to your farm! By recycling nutrients and carbon
into the soil, they boost soil fertility, improve structure, and
enhance water infiltration. They reduce soil compaction and
prevent nutrient runoff after rainfall, making your land more
resilient to erosion and improving crop yields. Their burrowing action also controls
pest flies and parasites, promoting healthier animals and reducing the need for
chemical treatments. Plus, they help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by preventing
the release of methane from decomposing dung. With over 5,000 species worldwide
(including 500 native Australian species), dung beetles are essential for a thriving,
sustainable farm. By integrating these incredible insects into your ecosystem, you'll
not only improve soil health but also contribute to a more climate-friendly, eco-
conscious future. They are the natural solution to a healthier, more sustainable farm-
ing approach that benefits the land, livestock, and environment alike. If you are
ready to learn how to take advantage of these hard working little beetles come to the
workshop.

** Dung Beetle Workshop - Unleash the Power Beneath Your Feet **
We are excited to collaborate with Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group to bring this
workshop to our region.
¢ When: Sunday 16th March 2025, 10am-1pm
Where: Habana Community Precinct, 1091 Mackay Habana Rd
Cost: $40 pp or $20 for Land for Wildlife Members includes catering.

What to bring: Please wear closed shoes and, you are welcome to bring along
dung beetles for identification - follow these instructions on how to collect
your dung beetles: https://ecoinsects.com/dung-beetles/dung

{w -beetle-species
P

RSVP: To secure your spot and advise of any dietary
" requirements, please register via Eventbrite (click link) or
-+ email seniorpo@pioneercatchment.org.au

> & o

4 s Thank you to Mackay Regional Council and Reef Catchments
Ve - | for their support for the event.
0s: Ecolnsects.com &
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SLCMA ‘Plant of the Month’

This month’s ‘Plant of the Month’ is Gold tipped bottlebrush, Melaleuca pollandii
prev. Callistemon pollandii Family: Myrtaceae

What is in a name? Melaleuca polandii was first named in 2006 by Lyndley .
Craven when Callistemon polandii was transferred to the present genus. Callistemon =

polandii was first formally described in 1902 by Frederick Manson Bailey from a
specimen collected by "Rev. W. Poland". The specific epithet (polandii) honours Wilhelm |
Poland, a missionary at Wujal Wujal (formerly the Bloomfield River Mission).

Form: Medium to tall shrub, 2-5m high.

Leaves: Arranged alternately, flat, narrow egg-shaped and tapering to a point. The jf
leaves have a distinct mid-vein and 19 to 25 lateral veins. The young leaves and i e, PR
branches are covered with fine, silky hairs. Photos:- M. Meng

Flower: Bright red, arranged in spikes on the ends of branches that continue to grow after flowering and
sometimes in the upper leaf axils. The spikes are 50-60mm in diameter. The petals fall off as the flower
ages, 35-50 stamens in each flower.

Fruit: Small woody capsules, 4.6-6.5 mm long.

Distribution: Occurs in the Cape Flattery and Cooktown districts of Queensland where it grows in
dense wallum heath in sandy or peaty soils.
e Y ™
Notes: Useful as a screen, hedge or windbreak but roots are known to damage . 4
wastewater pipes if in close growing in proximity.

The "Plant of the Month" is currently available from the SLCMA Community
Nursery. Landcare members are eligible to receive 1 free “Plant of the Month”,
throughout that month. This and other native plant species are also available
for purchase at $3.30 each. All plants are grown from locally sourced seed in

the SLCMA Community Nursery by SLCMA staff and the SLCMA Volunteer team.
Information sourced from: https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/801136-Melaleuca-polandii

Flowers of gold-tipped bottlebrush

Sarina Community Nursery Volunteer Program

Wow, where did February go? Time really flies when you're having fun! A huge thank you to our incredible
volunteers who show up, rain or shine, to lend a hand with the nursery tasks. Your dedication and positive
energy make our Wednesday mornings more enjoyable!

Our Wednesday mornings have been such a success that we’re excited to announce a new Thursday volunteer
afternoon session! We're inviting both new and returning volunteers to join us on Thursdays between 2pm to
5pm. It's a great opportunity to get involved, lend a hand, and be part of our wonderful communlty We’d love to
see you there! i . ] m

If you would like to volunteer in your local
community and meet new people while learning
about local native plants and their propagation,
come along to the SLCMA Community Volunteer
days, now every Wednesday, 9am to 12noon
and Thursday, 2pm to 5pm. For more details
contact SLCMA on 4956 1388. SLCMA Community

Volunteer Program is proudly supported by Mackay | &# §
Regional Council, Natural Environment Levy. Vo/unteers busy in the nursery Photo: S Tomlinsqp

Rlparlan Fencmg Grants available

Support is currently available to Landholders across the Mackay
Whitsunday Isaac region to help protect and restore vulnerable
riparian, wetland and coastal ecosystems through strategic
fencing and off-stream watering infrastructure.

Riparian zones play a critical role in mitigating erosion, reducing
sediment run-off and safeguarding both agricultural land and
marine environments, including the Great Barrier Reef.

The project is being delivered by Reef Catchments, find out
more about the project here.

© Landholders interested in participating can apply for funding
support through a Riparian Fencing Grant. To learn more,
download our project information guide or contact
kimberley.bland@reefcatchments.com
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Scrub Itch ... the (not so) joys of the bush!

Many of us know from experience what Scrub Itch is, but what actually causes it and
why?

The culprit is the larval stage of a small orange-red mite called a Trombiculid. These
mites are in the same invertebrate order as mites and ticks (Acarina). Many species
occur globally, and are known under many names such as Harvest Mites, Chiggers and
Velvet Mites.

Larval scrub itch mites parasite native mammals, hence their densities typically increase
or concentrate around areas of high traffic from our native mammals in the hopes to
hitch a ride and get a feed.

Mites typically breed when ground temperatures exceed 16°C, laying their eggs in soil or
vegetation. After a few weeks, the eggs develop into a 6-legged feeding larvae roughly
0.2mm long and scarcely visible. From here the larvae climb up grass or other low
vegetation and wait. When an animal (including humans) brushes past the plant, the
larvae drop and move to an area where it is easiest to penetrate the skin. In humans, [arvae of scrub itch mite
this means moist and tender areas such as the armpits, pelvic region or under socks.

ment Landcare

Once the mites have found a place to feast, they secrete saliva which dissolves a hole in the upper layers of the
skin (called a stylostome) and suck up the resulting fluid. This process is what causes the itchy red lump, which
can continue for several days before they detach and metamorphose a few times, becoming 8-legged adult
mites. The larval stage of the mites is the only time where they are parasitic on warm-blooded animals. The adult
mites instead feed on tiny insects and their eggs, as well as plant material.

Some scrub itch mites are known to carry Scrub typhus, which is caused by bacteria called Orientia tsutugamushi
which is spread through the bites of infected larval mites. Symptoms include fever and chills, headache, body
aches , mental changes, dark scab or rash. Severe cases can result in organ failure and bleeding. See your health
care provider if you contract any of these symptoms.

The best way to prevent getting Scrub typhus and scrub itch is to use insect repellent on your skin and clothing
anywhere the mite is likely to climb on board. DEET and permethrin work well. Avoid brushing against vegetation
where possible, wear a broad-brimmed hat and avoiding tight fighting clothes can also help. If it is too late and
they have already hitched a ride on your body, we have found Scabies lotion or cream dabbed on the mite is
effective at killing the mite; in combination with soothing lotions such as tea tree, lavender. If in doubt or for
further advice contact your medical practitioner.

Information sourced from: Sub Tropical Fruit Club of QLD Inc. Retrieved from: https://stfc.org.au/scrub-itch

Marine Debris surveys at Cape Palmerston NP

In February, we (SLCMA) joined Tangaroa Blue Foundation,
Pioneer Catchment Landcare, Yuwi Land and Sea Rangers, and
Queensland Parks and Wildlife teams to set up valuable marine
debris monitoring sites at Cape Palmerston. This long and wide &
beach acts as a net, capturing thousands of pieces of marine ¢
debris washing in from all directions.

Over 80kg of debris was removed in a few short hours, with 2
hard plastic remnants and plastic bottle tops & lids being the e : ‘
most common items found. It's important that we set up these warine debris washed up along the tide line.
monitoring sites along the Queensland coast to investigate g -
marine debris trends over time, entering the data from these
clean-ups into the Australian Marine Debris Initiative (AMDI)
Database. We can’t wait to head back for our next round of &
: . " monitoring to &
4l continue cleaning
this beautiful
stretch of coast.

ReefClean is F\, N g TSR
funded by the 7he survey & collection begins
: L R SE% Australian

njoying a well deserved lunch break Government’s Reef Trust and is delivered by Tangaroa Blue
: A oL s | Foundation in partnership with SLCMA, Queensland Parks &
. Wildlife and, Yuwi Land and Sea Rangers.

n has received funding support from the Queensland Government'’s
o v A4S § Community Sustainability Action grant program.

Sorting marine debris & data entry
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Address: 101 Sarina Beach
Rd, Sarina QLD 4737

Phone: (07) 4956 1388

Website:
www.sarinalandcare.org.au

Email:

A R 1 7ﬁ\{{\ What SLCMA Membership does for you!

A membership with SLCMA has many rewards:

SO

<SS <O

Easy access to Natural Resource Management information and extension
Monthly newsletter, meeting minutes, progress and project reports

A vote on issues in your catchment

A say in the types of projects applied for

Up to 10 free local native seedlings/year from the SLCMA Community
Nursery

Invitations to Natural Resource Management field days and workshops
Copy of the SLCMA Annual Report

admin@sarinalandcare.org.au

Monthly rainfall for SLCMA Office, 2006 -2025 (inc. annual total)
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Please consider donating your Containers for

Change to SLCMA. You can quote SLCMA’s Scheme
ID#C10002138 when you deposit your eligible
containers or, you can drop your containers to us. Itis
a great way to help the environment and the
community. You can reduce waste, save energy, and
contribute to local environment projects and programs.

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

s CONTAINERS

FOR CHANGE

SLCMA’s Scheme ID

C10002138

Do

I Nov

Ay
[———1"]
= Mx
== Fh
. n

et LUE R

‘) Landcare
Nﬁl'.“. Of ‘}\

A partnership for the
natural resource
management of

catchments in the

Just for fun!

Q: If fruit comes from a fruit tree, where does chicken
come from?
A: A poul-tree!

Q: Why is a tree like a big dog?
A: They both have lot of bark!

Q: Why do frogs have webbed feet?
A: To stamp out forest fires!

i

o
Photo: R Fraser

Central Queensland
Coast Bioregion:
Pioneer, Sarina &
Whitsunday
Catchments.

2 - ¥ 4

Find us on
g facebook

SLCMA is proudly supported by:

i

s QWal.C

‘ . QUEENSLAND WATER & LAND CARERS

W K Mackay e

DALRYMPLE BAY

\\\, COAL TERMINAL

PTY LTD

pruly

Community Bank
Sarina

B Bendigo Bank

printed by

Central QLD Coast

DIGITA- MARKETING

. @

Michelle LANDRY mp

Federal Member for Capricornia
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